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Abstract in English

Metaphorical meaning plays a crucial role in modern literary writing, serving as a medium through which authors convey
diverse themes and ideas in their novels. It is not merely a linguistic or literary device, but rather an art form that reflects the
social realities experienced by the writer, manifested through the metaphors that are employed within their community. The
use of metaphorical language is particularly common in Arab societies and more broadly across cultures. This study aims to
highlight the pivotal role of metaphor in Ghassan Kanafani’'s novel Men in the Sun. In this study, metaphorical meaning
functions as a conceptual model of the collective suffering of the characters; in the novel's title itself, the writer of the novel
employed metaphorical meaning. This research investigates this issue by demonstrating how metaphor contributes to creating
meaning that enables a deeper understanding of the Palestinian reality, exile, and alienation represented through the desert
journey undertaken in pursuit of a better life. The study adopts Max Black’s (1962) theory of metaphor. The methodology
combines descriptive and statistical approaches: the descriptive method relies on observation and note-taking, while the
statistical method involves counting the metaphors in the novel and classifying them according to the dimensions outlined in
the adopted theory, thereby clarifying their semantic significance and usage ratios. In this conceptual study, several hypotheses
are proposed. First, metaphors used in the novel are primarily symbolic, reflecting modes of communication within Palestinian
society in everyday interactions. Second, these metaphors carry multiple intellectual, social, and symbolic meanings shaped by
the Palestinians' struggles at that time. The study recommends further exploration of these meanings from various literary and
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linguistic perspectives and comparing them with their use in other novels to reveal how different authors are influenced by
diverse forms of metaphor in their works.
Keywords: Modern literature, metaphor, Ghassan Kanafani, modern Arabic novels
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