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Visible thinking in the languages classroom - building deeper understanding and student engagement

Visible thinking in the languages classroom (nsw.gov.au)
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This document has been developed to support our statewide staff meeting on ‘Thinking for deeper understanding and
engagement in the languages classroom’, presented in 2021. You can access the recording on our YouTube channel.

The presentation was based on the work of Project Zero, an initiative from Harvard University that focuses on creating a culture of
thinking in the classroom. This guide looks at some of the ideas and thinking tools from Project Zero, contextualised for the
languages classroom. We'll look at ways to make thinking visible, to value the thinking of all class members and how to advance
the thinking of the group to deepen understanding.
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Let's take a moment to visualise a ‘thinking’ languages classroom. What sorts of things would we see, which are evidence that
students are thinking about what they are learning and how they are learning? It could be activities, resources, actions or
interactions.

Implementing a few of the ideas in this guide can quickly change the culture in your classroom, as routines for learning and
thinking begin to replace routines regarding behaviour. You may find that classroom management issues decrease as students
gain confidence in their learning and also become more independent and engaged learners. Their relationship with you, as their
teacher, and with each other may also grow as a result. Student learning outcomes also improve as the class collectively moves
from a fixed mindset to a growth mindset.
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| NSW Department of Education Language frames to use in discussion

. What do you see/think/wonder?
See - think — wonder Why do you believe that...?
Where do you see...?
What do you mean when you say..?
That's an interesting statement because., .,

Could you repeat that?

« Bob Randall, Elder || * heis proud of his land

* bush living, living off the * being connected to land
land as ‘one’ is beautiful

« passing down of stories * we have a lot to learn
and ways of living from our traditional

Bob Randall * land, trees, grass, rocks, owners

earth

Mutujulu; Uluru,JAustralia
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| NSW Department of Education

See - think — wonder
Reading activity — building skills to the assessment task

MODELLED RESTAURANT REVIEW
Suggested assessment task - including variations

Murnsdy maskan yeryg sapa 3 suha acuiah Bobi s Sar ard Gl D4
mana? Bod's Bar and Gol & Tugperan. Bob s Bar ana Gl ada ayem

’ 3 . i Saper, salad. Wentang @ BPIND SN wral sk
Create a 2-minute virtual tour introducing a favourite restaurant e AR il O e
OR a local supermarket, o i gt i g O A 00 SR il sl
M et aayE } MRS aeh slicky detm
In your presenlalion: Anda sge seka Tic's Bar and Gl di Tugpean

« encourage the audience to visit the location

¢ include what foods and drinks are available, what they are like
and the prices

o say what foods and drinks you like and don't like to eat at the

Koy hor vocal types

Vaocad helper

»am ~ hashawe

restaurant/supermarket oy
o say what you recommend, and why atuan = s
¢ include audio in Indonesian R ’
¢ include English subtitles. s :.:'.n‘.,:
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5 whys

A communicating perspective - speaking and writing

Why do | like to go to the beach?

| like to

in winter. Why?

I really en]oy

Why?.

I think they are tntwm_mr.q  animals. Why?

Whales are unique and | want to be a marine blologlst
Why?
| want to help animals and the environment.

Phicto by amanca pends used under a Scence from Unsplash

-
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5 whys

Oh no! This week is very busy!

This week our helper is going back to their
village. | have to help Mum at home. Wow, how
tiring and boring! Every morning after my
shower, | have to sweep and after school | have
to do lots of chores and | have lots of homework
from my teachers. How can | do all these
chores and school work? | won't have time for
vy‘atching TV or playing computer games. B

An understanding perspective - reading comprehension ..«

\ 1)

aw

Why is the speaker annoyed?

% Their helper is going back to the village and they are
| unhappy. Why?

| Their mum is making them help out and they will be
busy. Why?

| They have to help with chores which is tiring. Why?

j They have to do lots of homework too and are

| unmotivated. Why?

[ They would rather have time for TV or video games.
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Question organiser Your friend’s family is moving to Indonesia for a year and Is looking for a
place to live. They have filled out a short online profile about themselves,
in Indonesian, to help rental property owners to determine if their property
would suit the family. The family has now requested your help in finding a
suitable rental property for them.

Part A: Read the short online profile (DOCX 1.3MB) the family has
completed. Then research dotproperty.id (if this link does not open please
copy and paste into your browser) to find 2 possible rental properties
which would suit the family's needs. Submit these 2 properties fo the
family for consideration, with dot points in English, outlining why you think
these are suitable for them. Include all relevant details.

Reading and writing

When? | Why?

Who

Where?

How?)

Part B: Write an emalil, approximately 100 words in Indonesian, to one of
the selected property owners introducing your friend’s family and
expressing why their property is suitable for the family. In your email,
outline your reasons considering location, facilities/inclusions, size and
suitability. 2

@m

e

24
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Peel the fruit The German class is preparing a stall for Harmony Day on 21
March. As part of the stall, you will perform a role-play to
showcase your German and create a bilingual infographic about

@ your classmates’ family backgrounds. You may also want to
dress in your national costume or in orange, signifying social

Reading and writing perspectives

communication and meaningful conversations.

Part 1
In pairs, perform a role play, asking and sharing:
- + names
where you are from
* where your family is from.

Part 2

Using an online platform, design a bilingual infographic
summarising where the students in our class (and their
parents/grandparents) come from.
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Visible thinking in the languages classroom

A support document which explores a range of thinking toots for teaching Ianguages K12
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