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Abstract:

The topic of unity in the pre-Islamic gasida has sparked considerable debate among both classical and modern critics,
especially in light of the traditional tripartite structure of the gasida. Zuhayr ibn Abi Sulma’s Mu‘allaga is regarded as one of
the most distinguished pre-Islamic odes, combining poetic depth with intellectual maturity. This study aims to analyze the
structure of the Mu‘allaga by addressing the concept and framework of poetic unity in pre-Islamic poetry, tracing the critical
perspectives on unity, and ultimately analyzing parts of the Mu‘allaga to evaluate its coherence. The pre-Islamic gasida is
typically characterized by a semi-fixed structure consisting of three main sections: the nostalgic stop at the ruins (al-atlal),
the love or longing section (nasib), and the main thematic purpose of the poem. This structure does not necessarily indicate
fragmentation but rather reflects an artistic tradition developed over time. As literary criticism evolved, the concept of unity
emerged as a standard for assessing textual coherence, whether in terms of subject matter or psychological and intellectual
vision. Classical critics did not place significant emphasis on thematic unity within the poem. On the contrary, they viewed
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transitions between themes as a mark of the poet'’s skill. Ibn Qutayba and al-Jumahi noted that the pre-Islamic poem was
constructed on artistic variety and stylistic shifts rather than adherence to a unified narrative. In contrast, modern critics are
divided in their evaluation of poetic unity. Some argue that the pre-Islamic qasida lacks unity, describing it as “scattered
voices” with no connecting thread, while others affirm the presence of a hidden emotional and psychological unity linking
the various sections. In this view, unity is understood as an internal structure rather than a linear progression of meaning. An
analysis of Zuhayr's Mu‘allaga reveals that it is built on coherent psychological and intellectual foundations, with its themes
serving a unified vision centered on wisdom and peace. Thus, the unity of the poem is achieved not only through the subject
matter but also through the consistency of the poetic vision. The poet succeeds in balancing traditional form with emotional
and intellectual depth. The analysis of the Mu‘allaga indicates that the unity of the pre-Islamic poem is not as fragmented as
some critics have claimed, but is often rooted in emotional and intellectual links that arise from the poet's own experience.

Keywords: Poetic structure — Organic unity — Mu‘allagat — Zuhayr bin Abi Sulma — Pre-Islamic era.
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