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Abstract

This research endeavors to shed light on the issue of word and meaning in ancient Arabic literary criticism. It aims
to explore the differing perspectives of critics on this topic, covering three main approaches: one prioritizing the
word, another favoring the meaning, and a third seeking a balance between both. The study also examines the
intellectual and religious aspects influencing critics’ views, including the connection to Quranic inimitability and
the impact of philosophical doctrines in determining the importance of either word or meaning.
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