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Abstract

This study examines the religious life of the Arabs in the pre-Islamic era and its significant influence on pre-Islamic literature.
It demonstrates that the Arabian Peninsula before the advent of Islam was not governed by a single religion; rather, it was a
vast arena of diverse beliefs and religious practices. The Arabs practiced the worship of celestial bodies and stars, such as the
sun, the moon, and Sirius, in addition to the worship of angels and jinn. Judaism, Christianity, Zandagah, and idol worship
were also widespread, with idol worship representing the dominant belief system in pre-Islamic society. In contrast, Hanifism
emerged through a group of Arabs who adhered to the religion of Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him), rejected idol
worship, and called for monotheism. The study further explores the spread of Judaism and Christianity throughout the
Arabian Peninsula and highlights their limited impact on the Arab environment. It also refers to the poetry attributed to
certain Jewish poets, whose works followed the eloquent linguistic and rhetorical styles of the Arabs. Moreover, the study
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sheds light on the status of major idols such as al-Lat, al-'Uzza, and Manat, and the religious and social influence they held
among Arab tribes. In addition, the research traces the reflection of religious life in pre-Islamic poetry, where religious beliefs
appeared in poetic expressions, oaths, and the glorification of the Kaaba, alongside references to faith in Allah, resurrection,
and angels. This is clearly evident in the poetry of Zuhayr ibn Abi Sulma, al-Nabighah al-Dhubyani, and other renowned pre-
Islamic poets. The study also discusses the incident of Abraha al-Habashi and his attempt to destroy the Kaaba,
demonstrating how this event reflected the Quraysh's belief that Allah Almighty was the Lord and Protector of the Sacred
House. The study concludes that religious life in the pre-Islamic era, despite its diversity and association with paganism, left a
profound impact on pre-Islamic thought and literature and contributed significantly to shaping the religious and spiritual
perceptions of the Arabs before Islam.

Keywords: Religious Life, Pre-Islamic Arabia, Pre-Islamic Literature, Polytheism, Hanifism
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