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Abstract:

Teaching literary criticism is considered one of the fundamental components of Arabic language and literature programs at
universities due to its significant role in developing students’ analytical, interpretive, and critical thinking skills. However,
teaching this subject faces several challenges related to the nature of modern critical approaches, which are often
characterized by abstraction and complexity. In addition, some educational institutions still rely on traditional teaching
methods that emphasize theoretical instruction more than practical application. This study aims to analyze the current state
of teaching literary criticism in higher education institutions, identify the major challenges associated with it, and highlight
modern teaching strategies that may contribute to its development. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach based
on a review of critical and educational literature, as well as an analysis of critical theories and their teaching methods within
the university context. The findings indicate that relying solely on the traditional lecture method limits the development of
students’ critical analysis skills, whereas interactive approaches, such as classroom discussion and applied criticism, contribute
to enhancing students’ understanding of critical theories and developing their analytical thinking. The study also
demonstrates that integrating digital media and modern educational technologies can enhance classroom interaction and
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support the teaching and learning of literary criticism more effectively. The study concludes by emphasizing the importance
of achieving a balance between theoretical instruction and practical application in teaching literary criticism, while also
developing teaching methods in ways that keep pace with contemporary intellectual and technological transformations.

Keywords: Critical approaches, Formalism, Structuralism, Deconstruction, Psychoanalytic Criticism, Social Criticism.
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