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Abstract:

Paradox constitutes a prominent stylistic device that endows literary discourse with distinction and deviates from conventional
modes of expression. This device has long occupied a significant position in literary scholarship, both in classical and
contemporary criticism. The present study seeks to investigate this stylistic phenomenon within two poetry collections by
Mahmoud Darwish—Do Not Apologize for What You've Done and Like Almond Blossoms or Farther—and two by Qahhar
Asi—The Only, Always and Of Fire, Of Silk. Employing a descriptive-analytical framework and utilizing library-based sources
for data collection, the research draws upon the theoretical and methodological foundations of comparative literature. The
primary objective is to delineate the similarities and differences in the two poets’ utilization of apparent contradiction, while
emphasizing the function of this device in enhancing semantic depth and enriching poetic imagery. The findings demonstrate
that both poets extensively rely on paradox in shaping their poetic vision, albeit with variations in the frequency of its
deployment and the diversity of the semantic domains it encompasses.
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