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Abstract

Palestine is an Arab country that was part of the Aramaic civilization. The Canaanites, a branch of the Aramaic civilization,
lived for thousands of years on the land of Palestine, and their civilization remained until the Arab conquerors came
from the Arabian Peninsula. The Arab civilization took over, and the people embraced Islam and learned the Arabic
language, which became the official language. However, the Aramaic language did not die, as it remained present in the
dialects of the people in Palestine. Many colloquial Palestinian words do not have an origin in the Arabic language, and
when we refer to the dictionaries of the Aramaic language, we find the roots of those words. They remained present and
were influenced by the morphological and lexical systems of the Arabic language. The connection between Palestinian
dialects and their origins in Arab tribes and Aramaic civilization has not received sufficient attention from researchers
and scholars, whose focus has been primarily on the phonetics of Arabic dialects. This study offers an explanation for
the prevalence of non-Arabic words in Palestinian dialects; these words have Aramaic origins and remain in use in
Palestine. This study relies on the historical method, the inductive method, and the descriptive analytical method. This
study reached several results, the most important of which is that the Aramaic civilization did not die but remained
present in the life of the Palestinian people through their dialect and culture, and that the Palestinian dialects are the
product of the mixing of the Aramaic language with the classical Arabic language and with the dialects of the Arab tribes.

Keywords: Palestinian dialects, Aramaic language, Linguistic influence, Language contact, Aramaic substratum,
Comparative linguistics, Dialectology, Lexical borrowing
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