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Abstract

This research addresses the concept of the Syntactic Governor (al-'amil) as one of the most prominent concepts in the Arabic
linguistic tradition, due to its essential role in explaining the relationship between inflectional markers and their syntactic
positions, and in regulating the connections between form and meaning. The research has adopted a descriptive analytical
approach, beginning with Sibawayh and Ibn Jinni, passing through Ibn Mada’, and reaching the contributions of later and
modern grammarians. The aim of the research is to trace the development of the theory of the Syntactic Governor from its
earliest formation, through the philosophical justification and reconstruction it underwent, to the readings of modern scholars.
It also seeks to highlight the logic of argumentation employed by the grammarians, to shed light on the nature of the
disagreement between the Basran and Kufan schools regarding the foundations and proofs of the theory, and to demonstrate
its impact on the construction of grammatical thought. In addition, the study endeavors to uncover the possible links between
the grammatical heritage and modern linguistic theories. The research concludes that the theory of the Syntactic Governor
was not merely a technical tool for parsing, but rather an intellectual and methodological principle that contributed to shaping
the Arabic grammatical conception. Its enduring presence in both classical and modern studies reveals the depth of Arabic
grammatical thought and its capacity for renewal and interaction with contemporary linguistic approaches.

Keywords: Syntactic Governor (al-'Amil) — Classical and Modern Arabic Grammar - Basran-Kufan Dispute — Ibn Mada’ al-
Qurtubt — Modern Linguistics
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