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Abstract

This study addresses one of the most prominent literary arts and its historical evolution across different periods,
namely the art of epistolary writing (tarassul). This genre went through multiple stages and underwent
significant changes in style and purpose. It served as a crucial tool in political and diplomatic life, as well as a
means of social and literary communication, making it an essential component of Arab-Islamic literary heritage.
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The significance of this research lies in highlighting the importance of tarassul in Arabic literature, particularly in
prose a topic often overlooked by many students of the Arabic language. Moreover, previous works on this
subject have varied between overly detailed studies and overly concise ones, especially in Afghan universities.
Therefore, this research aims to shed light on this important literary topic in a clear and engaging manner, using
historical, analytical, descriptive, and comparative approaches to achieve its objectives. The study begins with a
discussion of writing and its tools, as well as the forms and themes of letters in the pre-Islamic era, explaining
the meaning of tarassul. It then examines writing, its characteristics, and features in the early Islamic period,
including the subjects and characteristics of the Prophet’'s (peace be upon him) letters, as a prelude to
discussing epistolary writing in the Islamic era. The study also provides a brief overview of prominent figures in
the field of tarassul throughout successive literary periods, along with selected prose examples. The research
concludes with several key findings, the most important of which are:

The art of tarassul contributed significantly to the development of Arabic literature in general, and prose in
particular.

This art evolved through multiple stages, each distinguished by unique characteristics and objectives.

The fundamental objectives of tarassul include: conveying information, personal expression, guidance,
strengthening political and social relationships, historical documentation, and showcasing literary creativity..
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