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Abstract

The research analyses the phenomenon of semantic change in the Arabic language, highlighting that words are
not fixed in meaning but rather their connotations change over time. The study divides the manifestations of
this evolution into three main types: semantic specialization, semantic generalization, and semantic transfer.
Semantic Specialization: This occurs when the meaning of a word narrows from a general sense to a specific
one. Examples include the word "al-baha'im" (livestock), which was once used for all animals but later became
specialized to refer to cows, and the word "al-salat" (prayer), which shifted its meaning from "supplication" to
the well-known religious ritual after the advent of Islam. Semantic Generalization: This is the opposite, where a
word's meaning broadens from a specific sense to a general one. An example is the word "al-ward" (rose), which
now refers to all flowers after originally denoting a specific type. The article notes that this phenomenon often
occurs due to metaphor and simile. Semantic Transfer: This involves moving a word from its original domain to
another, either due to a relationship of similarity (metaphor), such as using the word "ayn" (eye) to refer to the
eye of a needle, or due to other relationships (metonymy), like using the word "al-shitaa" (winter) to denote the
rain that falls during it. The research emphasizes that ancient Arab linguists were fully aware of these phenomena
and linked them to social, cultural, and religious factors, confirming that semantic evolution is not a modern
phenomenon but an inherent part of the nature and flexibility of the Arabic language. The researcher used the
descriptive analytical method in preparing this study.
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