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Abstract

This article presents a thorough analysis of the dynamics that developed between the Moroccan makhzen elites and the French Resident
General Hubert Lyautey during the period of the French protectorate in Morocco (1912-1956). The article examines how Lyautey, by employing
carefully crafted strategies, effectively utilized the Moroccan elite as a pivotal tool for strengthening colonial dominance, all the while
preserving the traditional and social values inherent in Morocco. The makhzen elites represent a pivotal component of the traditional Moroccan
framework, having wielded considerable administrative and religious authority before the advent of the protectorate, thus justifying their
prominent role in this analysis. The article suggests that these elites stood at a crucial juncture, where they had to decide between opposing
French dominance and collaborating with the colonial administration to preserve their status and privileges. Lyautey upheld the conventional
social and political structure, leveraging this context to advance the execution of colonial policies. As a result, a considerable portion of them
chose to engage in collaboration. The article highlighted the "dual cooperation policy" that Lyautey put into practice. He upheld various
conventional administrative frameworks, such as the Sharia judiciary and the Emirate of the Faithful, thus presenting himself as a guardian of
authentic Moroccan values. This approach ensured the relative stability of the country during that period by striking a delicate equilibrium
between the enforcement of French authority and the maintenance of the traditional Moroccan regime's outward appearance. The article says
that the makhzen elites weren't just tools of colonial power; instead, they showed that they could negotiate to protect their own interests in
a colonial setting. In this light, it's clear that Lyautey’s relationship with these elites was more than just dependence; it was a complex one
characterised by mutual interests that overlapped. This research reveals a deep understanding of the complexities of power within the context
of colonialism, illustrating how France leveraged local traditional forces to bolster its colonial endeavours while refraining from dismantling or
supplanting them. This methodology played a significant role in shaping the distinctive identity of the French colonisation in Morocco.
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